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Messy Research in Applied Linguistics:
Methodological realities, problems and
solutions when social research goes awry
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Dr. Jim McKinley

Associate Professor of TESOL and Applied Linguistics,
University College London Institute of Education,
University of London

This talk highlights the messy reality of applied |
linguistics research that bridges other social
disciplines. The talk aims to provide novice and
experienced researchers alike with an overview of the
realities of doing interdisciplinary social research in
applied linguistics and offers advice on
overcoming similar methodological problems.

Dr. Jim McKinley is an associate professor of TESOL and applied linguistics at UCL Institute of
Education, University of London, where he serves as director of the MA TESOL Pre-Service
programme. His interests are research methods, second language writing, and internationalization of higher
education. He is a co-editor of the journal System as well as the Cambridge University Press Elements series
‘Language Teaching’, and is an author and editor of several books on research methods in applied linguistics
including Data Collection Research Methods in Applied Linguistics (Bloomsbury, 2020), The Routledge
Handbook of Research Methods in Applied Linguistics (Routledge, 2020), and Doing Research in Applied

Linguistics: Realities, Dilemmas and Solutions (Routledge, 2017).
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