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A research on the views ‘ra-nuki’ verbs

SHIN Sojung

Abstract
This paper aims to postulate a relationship and direction of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs by establishing a relation be-
tween the change of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs(i.e.short potential verb forms) and other factors. The correlation between
the rate of use of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs and other relevant factors were surveyed—rfocusing on result of established
research—to create two criteria ; (1)a intra-language factor, (2)an extra-language factor.

(1)THE INTRA-LANGUAGE FACTOR
The subjects, method and implementation time for the investigation of each subject were different, and since
‘ra-nuki’ verbs are used for expression in accordance with change, contradicting results have been shown in

the result of research. In addition, it was discovered that among the factors that have affected the use of ‘ra-

nuki’ verbs, conjugation pattern of the stem, conjugation forms (i.e. negative forms - non-negative forms) as
well as the length of the verb stem play a complex yet significant role.

(2)THE EXTRA-LANGUAGE FACTOR

1)There are contradictory results regarding the use of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs when examined in terms of gender
difference.

2)Studies focusing on age demonstrate that the expression is more common with younger generations.

3)Although ‘ra-nuki’ verbs are used all over the country, the rate of use of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs is especially high in Hok-
kaido, Chubu, Chugoku, Shikoku and Tohoku districts compared with other districts.

4) Based on the result of an impression and attitude survey, it was found that the “- RARERU” type is more highly
regarded than the “- RERU” type. However, at the same time, recognition of the change from the “- RARERU”
type to the “- RERU” type, based on rational reasoning, was given. Moreover, although the rate of use of the ‘ra-
nuki’ verbs is gradually increasing, it is still being considered as informal speech. As such, depending on the situa-
tion and the person being spoken to, the ‘ra-nuki’ verbs may or may not be used.

As discussed above, this paper focuses on the use of ‘ra-nuki’ verbs as a form of expression that is under-
going constant change. This paper will show that ‘ra-nuki’ verbs is not just a temporary fashion, but will be-
come part of the common language due to rationality.

[ Keywords] formation of a potential verb, “-RERU” type, “~RARERU” type, intra-language factor,
extra- language factor, short potential forms, long potential forms
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